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Claude Simon: Fashioning the Past by Writing the Present considers the aesthetic, cultural, and
philosophical facets of a temporal paradox in the works of French novelist Claude Simon (1913-2005), and
its broader implications for the study of narrative, and for cultural and post-modern theory. This paradox
emerges from the problematic representation of the past through an aesthetic rooted in an exclusive
valorization of the present. In his 1985 Nobel speech, as well as on other numerous occasions, Simon
expressed a fascination with simultaneity through the provocative claim that he never wrote about the past,
but attempted to capture only what was happening during the writing process, that is, in the “present of
writing,” as he put it. Simon’s seemingly unambiguous claim raises significant issues and contradictions that
become extensively apparent when the statement is considered in the light of his fictional works, since these
must be construed, for the most part, as explorations of the past. In this study Alina Cherry propose to look at
the tensions that arise from this paradox, and examine the present of writing holistically—that is both as a
stylistic device and within the thematic context of Simon’s works—in order to assess its capacity for
becoming an instrument of ontological and epistemological inquiry that can also intervene powerfully in the
decisive philosophical and socio-political debates that have animated the cultural landscape of post-World
War II France. Simon’s vivid portrayals of suffering and devastation open new ways of understanding the
impact of some of the most traumatic historical events of the twentieth century: the two World Wars and the
Spanish Civil War. This impact is necessarily connected with a need to tell these events, and to tell them in
highly innovative ways, namely by creating a distinctive style that revolutionizes the outworn narrative
traditions of a world whose very foundations have been shattered by the chaos of war and effectively
undermines various institutions and dominant socio-cultural structures, revealing implicitly and explicitly, a
strong ethical vein.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Willis:

The guide with title Claude Simon: Fashioning the Past by Writing the Present has lot of information that
you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Eleanor Hayes:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have
read will be Claude Simon: Fashioning the Past by Writing the Present.

Johnna Chapin:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Claude Simon: Fashioning the Past by Writing the Present your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one application form conclusion
and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The Claude Simon: Fashioning the Past by Writing the
Present giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details
for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are
going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
shelling out spare time activity?

Michael Jones:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be read. Claude Simon: Fashioning the Past by Writing the Present can be your answer because
it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.
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