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The life of Tchaikovsky has been shrouded in mystery and myth for more than a century. Thanks to the
subterfuge of his family and subsequently the Soviet authorities, the world has been given a rosy portrait of a
composer whose life was in truth as poignantly tragic as so much of his music. Now, after three years of
research in archives in post-Soviet Russia, Europe and the United States, this biography offers a portrait of
an ill-starred genius, whose life and career were as colourful and passionate as his music. In 1893, a week
after conducting the first performance of the "Pathetique" symphony, Tchaikovsky was dead at the age of 53.
Why would he have drunk a glass of unboiled water (as his family told posterity), knowing that there was a
cholera epidemic in St Petersburg? And why does the cholera story not ring true? Could it have been a
cover-up for suicide, or even murder? This is the denouement of Anthony Holden's biography. Holden sees
the composer's death as the logical climax to his tortured life as a promiscuous homosexual. It is a grim
irony, he argues, that the same torments which bequeathed us so much great music also brought
Tchaikovsky's life to a premature close.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Heath:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Tchaikovsky? Maybe
it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book,
you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Dolly Taylor:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Tchaikovsky
suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled
Tchaikovskyis the main of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know just before.
The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the
core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you
see the represented of the world in this particular book.

John Threadgill:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is Tchaikovsky this publication consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles
that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes
this book. That is why this book suited all of you.

Joseph Wilds:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in the top
listing in your reading list is usually Tchaikovsky. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get
you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.
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