
Rainforest Medicine: Preserving Indigenous
Science and Biodiversity in the Upper Amazon

Jonathon Miller Weisberger

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=158394608X
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=158394608X
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=158394608X


Rainforest Medicine: Preserving Indigenous Science and
Biodiversity in the Upper Amazon

Jonathon Miller Weisberger

Rainforest Medicine: Preserving Indigenous Science and Biodiversity in the Upper Amazon Jonathon
Miller Weisberger
Chronicling the practices, legends, and wisdom of the vanishing traditions of the upper Amazon, this book
reveals the area's indigenous peoples' approach to living in harmony with the natural world. Rainforest
Medicine features in-depth essays on plant-based medicine and indigenous science from four distinct
Amazonian societies: deep forest and urban, lowland rainforest and mountain.

The book is illustrated with unique botanical and cultural drawings by Secoya elder and traditional healer
Agustin Payaguaje and horticulturalist Thomas Y. Wang as well as by the author himself. Payaguaje shares
his sincere imaginal view into the spiritual life of the Secoya; plates of petroglyphs from the sacred valley of
Cotundo relate to an ancient language, and other illustrations show traditional Secoya ayahuasca symbols
and indigenous origin myths. Two color sections showcase photos of the plants and people of the region, and
include plates of previously unpublished full-color paintings by Pablo Cesar Amaringo (1938-2009), an
acclaimed Peruvian artist renowned for his intricate, colorful depictions of his visions from drinking the
entheogenic plant brew, ayahuasca ("vine of the soul" in Quechua languages).

Today the once-dense mysterious rainforest realms are under assault as the indiscriminate colonial frontier of
resource extraction moves across the region; as the forest disappears, the traditional human legacy of
sustainable utilization of this rich ecosystem is also being buried under modern realities. With over 20 years
experience of ground-level environmental and cultural conservation, author Jonathon Miller Weisberger's
commitment to preserving the fascinating, unfathomably precious relics of the indigenous legacy shines
through. Chief among these treasures is the "shimmering" "golden" plant-medicine science of ayahuasca or
yajé, a rainforest vine that was popularized in the 1950s by Western travelers such as William Burroughs and
Alan Ginsberg. It has been sampled, reviled, and celebrated by outsiders ever since.

Currently sought after by many in the industrialized West for its powerful psychotropic and life-transforming
effects, this sacred brew is often imbibed by visitors to the upper Amazon and curious seekers in faraway
venues, sometimes with little to no working knowledge of its principles and precepts. Perceiving that there is
an evident need for in-depth information on ayahuasca if it is to be used beyond its traditional context for
healing and spiritual illumination in the future, Miller Weisberger focuses on the fundamental knowledge
and practices that guide the use of ayahuasca in indigenous cultures. Weaving first-person narrative with
anthropological and ethnobotanical information, Rainforest Medicine aims to preserve both the record and
ongoing reality of ayahuasca's unique tradition and, of course, the priceless forest that gave birth to these
sacred vines. Featuring words from Amazonian shamans--the living torchbearers of these sophisticated
spiritual practices--the book stands as testimony to this sacred plant medicine's power in shaping and healing
individuals, communities, and nature alike.
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From reader reviews:

Stewart Moore:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Rainforest Medicine:
Preserving Indigenous Science and Biodiversity in the Upper Amazon suitable to you? The book was written
by well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Rainforest Medicine: Preserving Indigenous
Science and Biodiversity in the Upper Amazonis the one of several books that everyone read now. This
specific book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about
this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Mathew Munz:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
go through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us
novel, comics, and soon. The Rainforest Medicine: Preserving Indigenous Science and Biodiversity in the
Upper Amazon provide you with new experience in reading through a book.

Timothy Kahle:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you know
that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book.
Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Rainforest Medicine:
Preserving Indigenous Science and Biodiversity in the Upper Amazon.

Thomas White:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching
for the Rainforest Medicine: Preserving Indigenous Science and Biodiversity in the Upper Amazon when
you necessary it?
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