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Helen Hardacre provides new insights into the spiritual and cultural dimensions of abortion debates around
the world in this careful examination of mizuko kuyo—a Japanese religious ritual for aborted fetuses.
Popularized during the 1970s, when religious entrepreneurs published frightening accounts of fetal wrath and
spirit attacks, mizuko kuyo offers ritual atonement for women who, sometimes decades previously, chose to
have abortions. As she explores the complex issues that surround this practice, Hardacre takes into account
the history of Japanese attitudes toward abortion, the development of abortion rituals, the marketing of
religion, and the nature of power relations in intercourse, contraception, and abortion.

Although abortion in Japan is accepted and legal and was commonly used as birth control in the early
postwar period, entrepreneurs used images from fetal photography to mount a surprisingly successful tabloid
campaign to promote mizuko kuyo. Enthusiastically adopted by some religionists as an economic strategy, it
was soundly rejected by others on doctrinal, humanistic, and feminist grounds.

In four field studies in different parts of the country, Helen Hardacre observed contemporary examples of
mizuko kuyo as it is practiced in Buddhism, Shinto, and the new religions. She also analyzed historical texts
and contemporary personal accounts of abortion by women and their male partners and conducted interviews
with practitioners to explore how a commercialized ritual form like mizuko kuyo can be marketed through
popular culture and manipulated by the same forces at work in the selling of any commodity. Her
conclusions reflect upon the deep current of misogyny and sexism running through these rites and through
feto-centric discourse in general.
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From reader reviews:

Anne Larsen:

Here thing why this particular Marketing the Menacing Fetus in Japan (Twentieth Century Japan: The
Emergence of a World Power) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good
nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Marketing the
Menacing Fetus in Japan (Twentieth Century Japan: The Emergence of a World Power) giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that
similar with Marketing the Menacing Fetus in Japan (Twentieth Century Japan: The Emergence of a World
Power). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that happened in
the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area,
café, or even in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book
maybe the form of Marketing the Menacing Fetus in Japan (Twentieth Century Japan: The Emergence of a
World Power) in e-book can be your alternative.

Dolores Stiger:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Marketing the Menacing Fetus
in Japan (Twentieth Century Japan: The Emergence of a World Power) book because this book offers you
rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
as you know.

Lisa King:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide
that need more time to be learn. Marketing the Menacing Fetus in Japan (Twentieth Century Japan: The
Emergence of a World Power) can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short free
time problems.

Robert Lyman:

The book untitled Marketing the Menacing Fetus in Japan (Twentieth Century Japan: The Emergence of a
World Power) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The
language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The
book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to
read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within



anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site
along with order it. Have a nice examine.
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