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                The present volume is concerned with that period in the history of the Scandinavian peoples when
they were growing, but had not yet fully grown, into nationalities, and when, therefore, their true national
history had not begun. Every historic people has passed through this early formative period, its age of Sturm
und Drang; and it may be said that every nationality which is worthy of the name has looked back upon that
age with a peculiar affection and with a sort of reverence. It has, in consequence, overlaid the faint traditions
of it with a garment of mythology, out of which it is in most cases possible only here and there to separate a
shred of historical truth. The result is that the very phase in the development of the people about which we
most long to know, is the one about which we are condemned to the completest ignorance. The Viking Age
of the Northern Folk differs from the corresponding epochs in the history of other nations in this — that it is
illuminated by a faint ray of real history lent from the pages of contemporary but alien chroniclers, the
chroniclers, I mean, of Christian Europe. Were it not for this faint gleam, the earliest age of the Vikings
would have remained for us as a mere tradition, something known to have been, but not presentable in any
realizable form; much, in fact, what the Dorian Migration is in the history of Greece. As it is, by the aid of
the contemporary records I have spoken of, we can present the northern migration in a clearer guise.
                For all that, a distinction must be drawn between the earliest and, as I would call it, true Viking
Age, and the actual history of the Scandinavian Folk as recorded by themselves. Viking expeditions
continued to be made during the later historical period. But they took a different character from those of the
earlier age, and they no longer absorbed so large a part of the activity of the people; at any rate they no
longer constituted, as they do for our period, the only phase of national activity whereof the records remain.
Thus, though the expression Viking Age is often employed with a much wider significance, it would, I think,
be an advantage, could its use be confined to just this epoch in the life of the Northern people and to no
other; to their age of Storm and Stress, the age of their formation.
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From reader reviews:

Carissa Ware:

This The Viking Age book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you
will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular The
Viking Age without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing.
Don't end up being worry The Viking Age can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This The Viking
Age having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Sarah Winship:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The Viking Age book is readable through you who hate the straight word
style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease
the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected with The Viking Age content conveys
prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it
just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Viking Age is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Paul Moore:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time
to be go through. The Viking Age can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those
short free time problems.

Miranda Wenger:

Beside this specific The Viking Age in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The
Viking Age because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book
but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with
your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do
you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from today!
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