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American law schools extol democracy but teach little about its most basic institution, the Congress.
Interpreting statutes is lawyers’ most basic task, but law professors rarely focus on how statutes are made.
This misguided pedagogy, says Victoria Nourse, undercuts the core of legal practice. It may even threaten
the continued functioning of American democracy, as contempt for the legislature becomes entrenched in
legal education and judicial opinions. Misreading Law, Misreading Democracy turns a spotlight on lawyers’
and judges’ pervasive ignorance about how Congress makes law.

Victoria Nourse not only offers a critique but proposes reforming the way lawyers learn how to interpret
statutes by teaching legislative process. Statutes are legislative decisions, just as judicial opinions are
decisions. Her approach, legislative decision theory, reverse-engineers the legislative process to simplify the
task of finding Congress’s meanings when statutes are ambiguous. This theory revolutionizes how we
understand legislative history?not as an attempt to produce some vague notion of legislative intent but as a
surgical strike for the best evidence of democratic context.

Countering the academic view that the legislative process is irrational and unseemly, Nourse makes a
forceful argument that lawyers must be educated about the basic procedures that define how Congress
operates today. Lawmaking is a sequential process with political winners and losers. If lawyers and judges
do not understand this, they may well embrace the meanings of those who opposed legislation rather than
those who supported it, making legislative losers into judicial winners, and standing democracy on its head.
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From reader reviews:

Gemma Jackson:

The publication with title Misreading Law, Misreading Democracy posesses a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new expertise the information
that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware
of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of the syndication.
You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Barbara Gunter:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to
be examine. Misreading Law, Misreading Democracy can be your answer since it can be read by anyone
who have those short spare time problems.

Josephine Mares:

The book untitled Misreading Law, Misreading Democracy contain a lot of information on this. The writer
explains her idea with easy method. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not
worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author will take you in the
new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading your smart
phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.

Tiffaney Serna:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Misreading Law, Misreading Democracy to make
your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about
book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside
that the guide Misreading Law, Misreading Democracy can to be your friend when you're feel alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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