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The Underground Railroad

True Stories of Slave Escapes on the Underground Railroad

From the Book by William Still

DARING ESCAPES TO FREEDOM

As told by the Slaves themselves

Vol 1

Like millions of my race, my mother and father were born slaves, but were not contented to live and die so.
My father purchased himself in early manhood by hard toil. Mother saw no way for herself and children to
escape the horrors of bondage but by flight. Bravely, with her four little ones, with firm faith in God and an
ardent desire to be free, she forsook the prison-house, and succeeded, through the aid of my father, to reach a
free State. Here life had to be begun anew. The old familiar slave names had to be changed, and others, for
prudential reasons, had to be found. This was not hard work. However, hardly months had passed ere the
keen scent of the slave-hunters had trailed them to where they had fancied themselves secure.

In those days all power was in the hands of the oppressor, and the capture of a slave mother and her children
was attended with no great difficulty other than the crushing of freedom in the breast of the victims. Without
judge or jury, all were hurried back to wear the yoke again. But back this mother was resolved never to stay.
She only wanted another opportunity to again strike for freedom. In a few months after being carried back,
with only two of her little ones, she took her heart in her hand and her babes in her arms, and this trial was a
success.

 

TESTIMONY

But few could tell of having been eye-witnesses to outrages more revolting and disgraceful than Washington
Somlor. He arrived per steamer Pennsylvania (secreted), directly from Norfolk, Virginia, in 1855. He was
thirty-two years of age—a man of medium size and quite intelligent. A merchant by the name of Smith
owned Washington.

Eight and a half months before escaping, Washington had been secreted in order to shun both master and
auction-block. Smith believed in selling, flogging, cobbing, paddling, and all other kinds of torture, by which
he could inflict punishment in order to make the slaves feel his power. He thus tyrannized over about
twenty-five head.



Being naturally passionate, when in a brutal mood, he made his slaves suffer unmercifully. Said Washington,
"On one occasion, about two months before I was secreted, he had five of the slaves (some of them women)
tied across a barrel, lashed with the cow-hide and then cobbed—this was a common practice."

Such treatment was so inhuman and so incredible, that the Committee hesitated at first to give credence to
the statement, and only yielded when facts and evidences were given which seemed incontestible.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Wheeler:

This The Underground Railroad: Selected True Stories of Slave Escapes on the Underground Railroad
(Slavery - The Underground Railroad) (Volume 1) book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This
particular The Underground Railroad: Selected True Stories of Slave Escapes on the Underground Railroad
(Slavery - The Underground Railroad) (Volume 1) without we comprehend teach the one who reading it
become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry The Underground Railroad: Selected True
Stories of Slave Escapes on the Underground Railroad (Slavery - The Underground Railroad) (Volume 1)
can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it
inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Underground Railroad: Selected True Stories of Slave
Escapes on the Underground Railroad (Slavery - The Underground Railroad) (Volume 1) having good
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Danny Miller:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read one having
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the The Underground Railroad: Selected True Stories
of Slave Escapes on the Underground Railroad (Slavery - The Underground Railroad) (Volume 1) is kind of
publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Susan Albro:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Underground Railroad: Selected True Stories of Slave
Escapes on the Underground Railroad (Slavery - The Underground Railroad) (Volume 1) can be very good
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Jennifer Evans:

The book untitled The Underground Railroad: Selected True Stories of Slave Escapes on the Underground
Railroad (Slavery - The Underground Railroad) (Volume 1) contain a lot of information on the item. The



writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not
worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author will bring you in the
new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone,
or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.
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