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This book puts the life of the artist at the centre of innovative art history, narrating a biography of five
painters at the centre of events in Revolutionary France: Jacques Louis-David and his extraordinarily
precocious pupils Drouais, Girodet, Gerard, and Gros. Their shared ambition was to build an alternative,
exalted life in art, one committed to rigorous classical erudition while suffused with the emotional depth of
familial bonds. In this experiment of enlightened teaching, the roles of master and pupil were frequently
reversed. Thomas Crow tells how the personal histories and aesthetic choices of these artists were played out
within the larger arena in which a whole social order was being overturned, a king embodying all patriarchal
authority was put to death, and a republic of equal male brotherhood was proclaimed. The revolutionary
ideal of male fraternity was just one of many shifts in the philosophical underpinnings of the visual arts, the
sum of which moved painting more and more into an exclusively masculine frame of reference. In their
paintings these artists found themselves compelled to define the entire spectrum of desirable human qualities
- from battlefield heroics to eroticised corporeal beauty - as properties of the male sex alone. This process
both reinforced and complicated the bonds of emotion and mutual identification between them. That
imaginative aspiration toward a single-sex utopia proved in the end to be inseparable from a tragic artistic
vision of unendurable suffering in which fathers and sons found themselves hopelessly at odds. In the
practical conduct of their lives and careers, the young Davidians found all too often the costs of their
vocation to be prolonged illness, dispiriting exile, waste of talent, psychological traumas of shattered
friendship, embittered resentment, and mourning - and in one instance, early death. The outcome of the
Revolution, which would have accelerated the fragmenting tendencies within any family, cost them their
intellectual and spiritual home in David's studio. Other studios would multiply, but with the end of this one -
as much a condition of mind as a practical place of work - classicism itself came to signify loss,
retrospection, and regret.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Oropeza:

The book Emulation: Making Artists for Revolutionary France can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book Emulation: Making Artists for
Revolutionary France? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can
give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge
or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Emulation:
Making Artists for Revolutionary France has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Jennifer Bedard:

The book Emulation: Making Artists for Revolutionary France has a lot info on it. So when you check out
this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
looking over this book.

Juan Gilbert:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more
time to be learn. Emulation: Making Artists for Revolutionary France can be your answer since it can be read
by you who have those short time problems.

April Baker:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Emulation: Making Artists for Revolutionary France
was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Emulation: Making
Artists for Revolutionary France has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example
Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all
of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best
book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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