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They were not the "Banquet Years," those anxious wartime years when poets and novelists were made to feel
embarrassed by their impulse to write literature. And yet it was the attitude of those writers and critics in the
1930s and 1940s that shaped French literature--the ideas of Derrida, Foucault, de Man, Deleuze, and
Ricoeur--and has so profoundly influenced literary enterprise in the English-speaking world since 1968. This
literary history, the prehistory of postmodernism, is what Denis Hollier recovers in his interlocking studies of
the main figures of French literary life before the age of anxiety gave way to the era of existentialist
commitment.

Georges Bataille, Michel Leiris, Roger Caillois, André Malraux, the early Jean-Paul Sartre are the figures
Hollier considers, writers torn between politics and the pleasures of the text. They appear here uneasily
balancing the influences of the philosopher and the man of action. These studies convey the paradoxical
heroism of writers fighting for a world that would extend no rights or privileges to writers, writing for a
world in which literature would become a reprehensible frivolity. If the nineteenth century was that of the
consecration of the writer, this was the time for their sacrificial death, and Hollier captures the comical
pathos of these writers pursuing the ideal of "engagement" through an exercise in dispossession. His work
identifies, as none has before, the master plot for literature that was crafted in the 1940s, a plot in which we
are still very much entangled.
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From reader reviews:

William Grimm:

The book Absent without Leave: French Literature under the Threat of War gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be
your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
looking at a book Absent without Leave: French Literature under the Threat of War being your habit, you
can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a guide Absent without Leave: French
Literature under the Threat of War. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia
or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Margaret Calderon:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Absent without
Leave: French Literature under the Threat of War suitable to you? The actual book was written by well
known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Absent without Leave: French Literature under the Threat
of Waris the one of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of
people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The
author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of
this reserve. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So that you can see
the represented of the world in this book.

Sylvester Perkins:

The publication with title Absent without Leave: French Literature under the Threat of War contains a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring
you within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Aimee Buffington:

Beside this specific Absent without Leave: French Literature under the Threat of War in your phone, it could
give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are
going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have Absent without Leave: French Literature under the Threat of War
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's
exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option
here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find



this book along with read it from currently!
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