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For more than 300 years, Mennonites adhered to a strict two-kingdom theology, owing their supreme
adherence to the divine kingdom while serving as loyal, law-abiding subjects to the state in all matters that
did not contradict their religious beliefs. Traditionally, Mennonites saw affairs of state as none of their
business. In times of war, the Mennonite church counseled conscientious objection and spoke against
military participation in either combatant or noncombatant roles. Mennonites did not serve in coercive
government offices. Most refused to vote or sue in courts of law, and held a generally negative view of
expressions of political protest to government authorities. During World War II, however, the voluntary
participation of Mennonites in conscientious objector labor camps pulled Mennonite youth out of rural
isolation and raised their awareness of America's social ills and their own responsibilities as Christians. In
the post-war era, Mennonites were no longer "the quiet in the land", but began to articulate publicly their
concerns about such issues as the draft, the civil rights movement, and the Vietnam War.

In Two Kingdoms, Two Loyalties, Perry Bush explores the dramatic changes both within Mennonite
communities and in their relationship with mainstream American society between the 1920s and the 1970s,
as Mennonite society and culture underwent a profound transformation from seclusion to nearly complete
acculturation. Congruent with their entrance into national society, Mennonites began to engage the state on a
number of issues which an older theological and behavioral tradition had previously defined as outside their
sphere of concern. Bush notes that, as was the case in mainstream society, it was primarily the church's youth
who were the most passionately involved in the struggle to speak out against war and other concerns.

Bush's discussion of pacifism and theology parallels the internal struggle for social and cultural change
within Mennonite communities nationwide. His study also sheds much light on the role played by religious
conservatives in twentieth-century American social movements. Most studies of anti-war and social justice
movements have focused on liberal Christian and secular activists, but Bush's account restores Mennonites to
a more integral role in the history of recent social dissent. More generally, by reintroducing matters of
religious ideology in considerations of recent social history, Two Kingdoms, Two Loyalties highlights the
dynamic relationship between social and intellectual developments in twentieth-century America.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Smith:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived
problem; you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Two Kingdoms, Two Loyalties: Mennonite
Pacifism in Modern America (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies). Try to the actual book Two Kingdoms,
Two Loyalties: Mennonite Pacifism in Modern America (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies) as your pal. It
means that it can to be your friend when you really feel alone and beside associated with course make you
smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because
you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as knowledge with this
book.

Joan Myers:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Two Kingdoms, Two Loyalties:
Mennonite Pacifism in Modern America (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies). All type of book would you
see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

James Newman:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Two Kingdoms, Two Loyalties:
Mennonite Pacifism in Modern America (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies) publication written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all read the
book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your
own hunger then you still skepticism Two Kingdoms, Two Loyalties: Mennonite Pacifism in Modern
America (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies) as good book not simply by the cover but also with the
content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing another
sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.

Donald Mobley:

This Two Kingdoms, Two Loyalties: Mennonite Pacifism in Modern America (Center Books in Anabaptist
Studies) is brand new way for you who has interest to look for some information mainly because it relief
your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who
still having bit of digest in reading this Two Kingdoms, Two Loyalties: Mennonite Pacifism in Modern
America (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies) can be the light food for you because the information inside



this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is certainly
reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form make
them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this
e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.
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