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Bicycles have more cultural identities than many realize, functioning not only as literal vehicles in a text but
also as “vehicles” for that text’s themes, ideas, and critiques. In the late nineteenth century the bicycle was
seen as a way for the wealthy urban elite to reconnect with nature and for women to gain a measure of
personal freedom, while during World War II it became a utilitarian tool of the French Resistance and in
1970s China stood for wealth and modernization. Lately it has functioned variously as the favored
ideological steed of environmentalists, a means of community bonding and aesthetic self-expression in hip
hop, and the ride of choice for bike messenger–idolizing urban hipsters. Culture on Two Wheels analyzes the
shifting cultural significance of the bicycle by examining its appearances in literary, musical, and cinematic
works spanning three continents and more than 125 years of history.

Bringing together essays by a variety of cyclists and scholars with myriad angles of approach, this collection
highlights the bicycle’s flexibility as a signifier and analyzes the appearance of bicycles in canonical and
well-known texts such as Samuel Beckett’s modernist novel Molloy, the Oscar-winning film Breaking Away,
and various Stephen King novels and stories, as well as in lesser-known but equally significant texts, such as
the celebrated Russian director Andrei Tarkovsky’s film Sacrifice and Elizabeth Robins Pennell’s
nineteenth-century travelogue A Canterbury Pilgrimage, the latter of which traces the route of Chaucer’s
pilgrims via bicycle.
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From reader reviews:

Wayne Hause:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know what kind you should start with. This Culture on Two Wheels: The Bicycle in Literature and
Film is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want
and need in this era.

Judy Brown:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Culture on Two Wheels: The Bicycle in Literature and Film
can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Ellis Pauling:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess when the spare
time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
actually Culture on Two Wheels: The Bicycle in Literature and Film.

Timothy Wingo:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Culture on Two Wheels: The
Bicycle in Literature and Film as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how
the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-
book, any other book likes Culture on Two Wheels: The Bicycle in Literature and Film to make your spare
time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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